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NEWS IN BRIEF
Boro may become
buy-to-let hotspot
MIDDLESBROUGH could be
one of several areas across the
UK to become an investment
hotspot for people wanting to
dabble in the buy-to-let property
market. Property investment
consultancy Property for Life
said the much-maligned town
was now a major regeneration
area and, as such, the jobs and
opportunities being created
would draw people in. This in
turn would provide some
extremely lucrative prospects
for the buy-to-let investor.

NEW COMPANIES: More than
900 new companies were formed
in the North of England every
month in the past year,
according to business
information specialist Jordans.
The biggest number of new
companies was found in
Newcastle, where 500 new firms
were set up in March this year
alone.
RUNNER-UP: Helen Coleman,
of A&H Management System
Solutions Limited, based in
Newton Aycliffe, County
Durham, was runner-up in the
Best Newcomer category of the
North-East Business Woman
Entrepreneur of the Year
awards. The awards ceremony,
at The Sage, in Gateshead, was
attended by more than 700
people. Ms Coleman, from
Stillington, in Stockton, has
been in business for 22 months.
GOOD MANAGERS: Darlington

Building Society won the Most
Effective Management Training
Programme award at the ifs
Financial Innovation Awards. It
was recognised for its innovative
management development
scheme and its commitment to
investing in talent for the longterm. The society has developed
a scheme aimed at people who
have chosen to work rather
than go to university.

BAR OPENS: Tyneside based
leisure company Pathfinder
Ventures has invested £2m in its
first bar, in Newcastle. Tup Tup
Palace, opposite St Nicholas’
Cathedral, was born out of the
former Bar M. Pathfinder
Ventures bought the site from
Ultimate Leisure for an
undisclosed sum and intends to
re-open the bar on December 14.
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AIRPORT GUARD: Armed police at Durham Tees Valley Airport shortly after the July 7 London bombings, which were a series of co-ordinated terrorist bomb blasts that hit the
public transport system during the morning rush hour. Security was stepped up at airports and railway stations

Scientists strike deal to
revolutionise security

A TECHNOLOGY company
could be about to revolutionise
airport security having struck a
deal with the Home Office to develop a baggage scanner.
Durham Scientific Crystals
(DSC), which is based at NetPark,
the North-East Technology Park,
one of the fastest growing science, engineering and technology parks in the UK, in Sedgefield,
County Durham, is working on a
prototype baggage scanner for
UK airports that will use the
company’s compound semiconductor technology to automatically detect explosives using xrays.
The venture capital-backed
company hopes the technology
could eventually reduce the ter-
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rorist threat at airports – and
speed up the check-in process for
passengers.
DSC, formed in April 2003 as a
spin-off from the physics department at the University of
Durham, has signed a deal with
the Home Office, who, together
with other Government departments, are contributing £350,000
towards the £1.5m, two-year research project.
The methods being used will
allow for the first time “multiview imaging” for the identification of explosives and flammable
liquids.

‘These machines

could replace
existing airport x-ray
machines throughout
the world
Dr Arnab Basu

DSC managing director Dr
Arnab Basu said: “We are confident that we will be able to identify materials using multi-spectral detectors, which can
fingerprint areas of threat.

“This will take a lot of pressure
off operators tasked with identifying such threats.
“The operator will be able to
look at an object from different
directions in a seamless rotation,
giving a dynamic image without
compromising the speed of the
operation.
“When fully trialed, these machines could replace existing airport x-ray machines throughout
the world.’’
The first prototype, a small
baggage scanner, suitable for
testing in a UK airport, will be
built in the next 12 months.
A second prototype, a full-scale
baggage scanner, will be ready
for trials within two years.
Dr Basu said that the global expansion of air travel meant the
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potential market was vast.
He said: “The whole aviation
market for explosives detection is
worth well over US$1bn a year
and DSC’s product will have a
high degree of differentiation
within the sector.”
A spokesman at the Home Office’s scientific development
branch said the Government had
invited “innovative proposals” in
April this year for airport security devices, which met operational requirements.
He said: “[This] project was
one of well over 200 proposed projects submitted.
“Implementation of the technology in use here would be a
major step forward in the development of automated explosives
detection.”

